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Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I have 

spoken many times on this floor con-
cerning the need to secure our borders. 
We must do so if we are going to have 
any kind of responsible immigration 
policy and retain our national sov-
ereignty. We know with somewhere be-
tween 36,000 and 50,000 additional en-
forcement personnel on our southern 
borders, we can catch virtually all of 
the potential terrorists and drug deal-
ers trying to enter this country ille-
gally. 

But we now find that other-than- 
Mexican illegals, or OTMs as they are 
referred to by our Border Patrol, have 
discovered a large loophole in our law. 
Under this loophole, OTMs can cross 
our border illegally and be apprehended 
by our border patrol. The border patrol 
is then forced to give them paperwork 
allowing them to bypass all other im-
migration checkpoints and virtually 
release them into our country. 

This criminal scheme is not the fault 
of some quirk in U.S. law. It is being 
forced on our border patrol by inter-
national law which we are allowing to 
undermine our rule of law, national im-
migration policy, our Constitution, and 
our sovereignty. International law says 
illegal immigrants must either be de-
ported to their country of origin or 
placed in detention. If there is no room 
in detention, they must be released on 
bail with a promise that they return 
later for trial. 

There is never any room in detention 
any more for the millions of illegals 
violating our southern border every 
year. And since these illegals are not 
Mexican, our border patrol is required 
to buy them airfare back to Brazil, 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, 
China, Iraq, and on and on. So they 
sign an agreement to show in court in 
30 days and are released. 

With that paper in hand, they can 
pass legally through all other border 
patrol checkpoints and vanish into cit-
ies in America. We have caught 90,000 
OTMs since October 1, 2004, and 98 per-
cent have failed to show back up in 
court. Once hidden in large immigra-
tion communities inside our country 
with new false identification, it be-
comes virtually impossible to appre-
hend them. 

Mr. Speaker, I have stood here before 
and called for deploying 36,000 troops to 
our border to effectively close it. But 
with this situation in place, we could 
send 1 million troops to our borders, 
and it would not make any difference. 
Border patrol says these people swim 
across the Rio Grande and come look-
ing for our officers with a demand 
‘‘permiso,’’ for the warrant that gives 
them a free pass into our Nation ille-
gally. 

Mr. Speaker, we need a new law right 
now. Anyone who crosses our border 
with Mexico illegally should be consid-
ered a citizen of Mexico for enforce-
ment purposes. They should be re-
turned there or incarcerated here im-
mediately. This is not the United Na-
tions or WTO. We represent the people 

of our districts. We are responsible to 
the people of the United States and are 
sworn to defend our Constitution. We 
have an inherent God-given right to 
national sovereignty, and this House 
must not stand by while foreign na-
tions undermine our laws and our inde-
pendence. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be back next week 
to further this conversation. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

SMART SECURITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on 
April 12 at Fort Hood, Texas, President 
Bush told an audience of thousands of 
servicemembers that for the first time 
Iraqi soldiers outnumbered U.S. sol-
diers in Iraq. That was April 12. Spe-
cifically, he put the number of trained 
and equipped Iraqi forces at 150,000. 

This rosy assessment of the situation 
in Iraq is shocking not only for its ar-
rogance but also for its ignorance. The 
President was either totally oblivious 
to Iraq’s true security failures, or he 
was intentionally misleading the 
American people into thinking peace 
has taken hold. His statement was un-
informed at best, deceitful at worst. Ei-
ther way, the President’s assessment 
misleads the American people in know-
ing the true situation in Iraq. 

Take, for example, his claim that 
150,000 Iraqi soldiers have been trained. 
Iraq’s military leaders reveal the num-
ber is closer to 75,000, half of the Presi-
dent’s statement; and we are not sure 
what the quality of training is and how 
those trained individuals are measured. 

Also, the actual number of trained 
security personnel committed to a se-
cure and democratic Iraq is probably 
less because, as the chief of police in 
Basra, General Hassan al-Sade stated, 
at least half of his 14,000-member mili-
tia is openly opposed to a secure Iraq, 
and another quarter are politically 
neutral but do not follow his military 
orders. General al-Sade recently told 
the Guardian newspaper, ‘‘I trust 25 
percent of my force, no more.’’ 

After giving his Fort Hood speech 
last April, the President never again 

mentioned that 150,000 Iraqi security 
personnel have been trained. Perhaps 
that is because he realized his assess-
ment was entirely inaccurate; but the 
President never admitted to the Amer-
ican people that he was wrong in his 
assessment, and he has still not told 
the American people when he will de-
termine Iraq to be secure or how and 
when he plans to bring the troops 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, the best way to secure 
Iraq is to remove U.S. troops from the 
country. Nothing enrages and unites 
the Iraq insurgency more than the 
presence of nearly 150,000 American sol-
diers on Iraqi soil. One option is to 
bring one American soldier home for 
every Iraqi soldier that has been 
trained. If 75,000 Iraqi soldiers have 
been trained, half of the President’s 
April 12 assessment, why can we not re-
move the same number of our own sol-
diers and bring them home? This is just 
one idea for exiting Iraq. I encourage 
the President to come up with his own 
plan. I am not against supporting the 
President’s plan if it is a good one, but 
right now he does not even have a plan. 

Fortunately, there is a plan that 
would secure America for the future, 
SMART security. SMART is Sensible, 
Multilateral, American Response to 
Terrorism for the 21st century. 
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SMART will help us address the 
threats we face as a Nation. SMART 
security will prevent acts of terrorism 
in countries like Iraq by addressing the 
very conditions which allow terrorism 
to take root: poverty, despair, resource 
scarcity and lack of educational oppor-
tunities. SMART security encourages 
the United States to work with other 
nations to address pressing global 
issues. SMART addresses global crises 
diplomatically rather than resorting to 
armed conflict. Efforts to help give 
Iraq back to the Iraqis must follow the 
SMART approach: humanitarian as-
sistance, coordinated with our inter-
national allies, to rebuild Iraq’s war- 
torn physical and economic infrastruc-
ture. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been more than 2 
years since the United States started 
this war in Iraq; and now the American 
people, especially the soldiers who are 
bravely serving our country halfway 
around the world, need and deserve a 
plan for ending this war. It is time for 
the President to create a plan to end 
the war in Iraq and to bring our troops 
home. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MACK). The Chair will remind all Mem-
bers that remarks in debate may not 
engage in personalities toward the 
President. Policies may be addressed in 
critical terms, but personal references 
such as accusations of mendacity are 
not in order. 
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